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A Fairy Tale Lesson Plan

Objective: Given a story starter, students will complete the fairy tale being sure to include the general elements of a fairy tale in addition to the usual writing mechanics.

Procedure:

1. View “fairy tale characters” portion of the Shrek Video (Chapter 2 on disk)

2. Review which characters from well-known fairy tales are present

3. Discuss the general elements of a fairy tale (using Inspiration)
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Note: Element 3 (which can be used as an independent practice) is linked to a web activity where students work with the elements of a fairy tale using Cinderella. The final product is presenting a Fairy Tale by using the writing process and displaying a final draft and illustrations. This final product will involve using Kidspiration, the Internet, and iMovie.  
4.  Using the inspiration map above, each group of two students can 
     select a favorite fairy tale (from #2) and fill in the rest of the 
     map. Students can share their work with the class.

5.  This is a good time to do the web practice if you would like to…or
     use pieces of the activity where you need extra reinforcement
     of the objective.

6.  Now show the beginning portion of the video that begins with 
    Shrek reading a Fairy Tale…it starts “Once upon a time…”
    (There is a reproducible sheet attached).

7.  After viewing that portion of the video, pass out the story 
     starter. 

8.  Complete the story making sure to include all the elements of 
 a Fairy Tale.

Extension Activities:

I have includes several other activities/resources for you to use to extend your lesson plan. One comes from my website (tech-bytes.com) it is called Too Many Cinderellas.

Too Many Cinderellas…

Use an EXCEL spreadsheet to have students compare and contrast the many versions of Cinderella that are available today. Students can work as a cooperative group each reading one version and filling in the information on the template. A JIGSAW type of activity can be done, where one person reads to each group, then as a class we can type in the information. (an LCD projector connected to the computer is a wonderful tool for this)

· The Persian Cinderella

· Cendrillion: A Cajun Cinderella

· Cinderella 2000

· Cinderella Penguin, or the Little Glass Flipper

· Cinderhazel: The Cinderella of Halloween

· Sootface: An Objibwa Cinderella Story

· Yeh Shen: A Cinderella Story from China

· The Golden Sandal: A Middle Eastern Cinderella

(A copy of the Excel spreadsheet is attached…remember when you open your spreadsheet, have the group do a SAVE AS…this will preserve the original document)
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KidsReads.com….SHREK Activities

(I have included a sample in this packet)

Author Website for William Steig

http://www.williamsteig.com
William Steig published Shrek in 1990.
Comparing Fairy Tales to Fables

You can also use a service such as United Streaming to download a fable. “Why Mosquitoes Buzz in Peoples Ears” is read to the students during a full color animation. I have attached a PDF that gives ideas on how to use the video in your classroom.
